Annotation Instructions
There are many ways to annotate a novel. Some students prefer to use different colored
highlighters or pencils to identify various literary elements and details, while others
prefer to use “Post-it” notes. If you already have a system, feel free to use what you are
comfortable using.
When your English teacher inspects your book on the first day of school, the teacher will
be looking for the level of critical thinking that went into your reading assignment. So,
whatever annotation system you use, make sure that your thinking is visible, just like in
math--show your work. Showing your work, or annotating, will increase your retention
and comprehension of the text, and improve your chances of doing well on the openbook test that you will take during the first week of school.
Elements to mark within your text (highlight, Post-it, circle, underline, etc.):
• Write important plot events at the end of each chapter. You will not mark on every
page. If you mark too much, nothing will stand out. Remember that the plot includes
exposition (introduction of the setting and characters), rising action, climax (turning
point), falling action, and resolution.
• Mark words and phrases that describe the personality of the characters. Pay specific
attention to each character’s physical description, personality, weaknesses,
motivation, fears, goals, etc.
• Mark descriptions of the setting that are important to the plot.
• Mark unfamiliar words and use context clues and a dictionary to define these words.
• Mark any conflict that occurs with the protagonist (main character) and the type of
conflict (man vs. man, man vs. self, man vs. nature, etc.) in each case. Mark who or
what is involved in the conflict and how the conflict is resolved.
• Identify any indications of symbolism throughout the book, and identify motifs and
themes at the end of the book. Also, write a short summary of what happened at the
end of each chapter. This will help you find key information when you are taking the
open-book test.
• Mark significant quotes.

Annotation Requirements
To remain in an English AP or Pre-AP course after the first day of class, the summer
reading assignment must be annotated to the following expectations: annotation
markings and written commentary are present throughout the book, significant plot
points or ideas are identified, something consequential is noted in nearly every chapter,
and purpose, theme and literary elements are identified. Students must also pass a
reading comprehension test associated with the summer reading assignment.
Students will be removed from an English AP or Pre-AP course if the above criteria
is not met. In other words, students will be removed from the course if the novel is
sparsely annotated with commentary and highlights, or annotated and highlighted
sections appear random or insignificant. Also, students who do not pass the reading
comprehension test will be removed from the class.

Annotating a Book (Example)

